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Jesus Blesses Children

Mark 10:13-16

Jesus Welcomes Children

13 People brought their small children to Jesus, so that he could lay his hands
on¢ them to bless them. But the followers told the people to stop bringing their
children to him. * Jesus saw what happened. He did not like his followers telling
the children not to come. So he said to them, “Let the little children come to me.
Don’t stop them, because God’s kingdom" belongs to people who are like these
little children. > The truth is, you must accept God’s kingdom like a little child
accepts things, or you will never enter it.” ¢ Then Jesus held the children in his
arms. He laid his hands on them and blessed them.

g 10:13 lay hands on This act was a way of asking God to bless people in a special way—to
heal them, to cause the Holy Spirit to come into them, or to give them power for a special work.

h 10:14 God’s kingdom The “reign” or “rule” of God over all humanity—a time of great
blessing for those who submit to him by accepting Jesus as the Christ (appointed king), who
represents God’s kingdom on earth and was the perfect example of submission to the will of
God. When people give control of their lives to Jesus, they become a part of God’s kingdom and
begin to enjoy the blessings he has promised his people from the beginning. (Note that in
Matthew this term also translates the Greek word “kingdom” by itself or the phrase, “the
kingdom of the heavens,” which was used by Jews as a way to avoid saying the divine name.)

What's The Question?

Why did God give us a choice between spiritual life and spiritual death?

Kids' Answers

“No one should choose death.”
Allie, 9

“God gave us a choice because he didn’t want to force everyone to love him.”
Mariah, 8



“God wanted to see if we loved him enough to choose to live with him.”
Shelby, 10

"The reason God gave us a choice is to teach us that we can’t live without him.”
Casey, 12

What's Your Answer?

Carey's Cominentsl

When Jesus blessed the little children, he made one thing very clear.
Everyone needs to choose the kingdom of heaven and accept it as a little child
does. Children don’t try to figure out complex things. They just accept them.
When you're a baby you have to believe that someone is going to come through
with the food and diapers every day. You have to live by faith because you don't
know how to get things for yourself. Even young children have to keep believing
in their parents to survive. In a similar way, we don’t know how to get into
heaven by ourselves. Only God could provide the way.

Jesus said it's easy to choose spiritual life over spiritual death. A lot of people
today have problems thinking about their life after death because it seems so

far away. Many people worry so much about their daily problems, they don’t






