Daniel Follows God

Daniel 1:3, 6-20

Natalie, age 10



Daniel Follows God

Daniel 1:3, 6-20

3 Then King Nebuchadnezzar ordered Ashpenaz, the man in charge of his
officials, to bring some of the boys into the palace to train them. He was to
include boys from among the Israelites, from important Judean families, and
from the royal family of Judah.

¢ Among those young men were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah from
the tribe of Judah. 7 Ashpenaz gave them Babylonian names. Daniel’s new name
was Belteshazzar, Hananiah's was Shadrach, Mishael’s was Meshach, and
Azariah’s was Abednego.

8 Daniel did not want to eat the king’s rich food and wine because it would
make him unclean.” So he asked Ashpenaz for permission not to make himself
unclean in this way.

° God caused Ashpenaz, the man in charge of the officials, to be kind and loyal
to Daniel. 1° But Ashpenaz told Daniel, “I am afraid of my master, the king. He
ordered me to give you this food and drink. If you don’t eat this food, you will
begin to look weak and sick. You will look worse than other young men your
age. The king will see this, and he will become angry with me. He might cut off
my head. And it would be your fault.”

11 Then Daniel talked to the guard who had been put in charge of Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah by Ashpenaz. *? He said, “Please give us this test
for ten days: Don’t give us anything but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 3
Then after ten days, compare us with the other young men who eat the king’s
food. See for yourself who looks healthier, and then decide how you want to
treat us, your servants.”

14 So the guardian agreed to test Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah for
ten days. !5 After ten days, Daniel and his friends looked healthier than all the
young men who ate the king's food. !¢ So the guardian continued to take away
the king’s special food and wine and to give only vegetables to Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.

17 God gave these four young men the wisdom and ability to learn many
different kinds of writing and science. Daniel could also understand all kinds of
visions? and dreams.



18 At the end of the three years of training, Ashpenaz brought all the young men
to King Nebuchadnezzar. *° The king talked to them and found that none of the
young men were as good as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So these four
young men became the king’s servants. 2° Every time the king asked them about
something important, they showed great wisdom and understanding. The king
found they were ten times better than all the magicians and wise men in his
kingdom.

f 1:8 unclean Or “unacceptable.” Not pure or not fit to be eaten or used in worshiping God. See
Lev. 11-15 for the Old Testament rules about clean and unclean things.
g 1:17 vision Something like a dream used by God to speak to people.

What's The Question?

How do I know for sure I'm doing what God wants me to do?

Kids’ Answers

“If you don’t want to tell your parents, it's not what God wants you to do.”
Lacey, 12

“You'll sometimes get sick in your gut when you know you did something
wrong.”
Connie, 12

“If you have Jesus in your heart, the Holy Spirit will tell you what God’s will is.”
Shelby, 10

"I read the Bible.”
Brad, 6






