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The Lord Shows Mercy

Psalm 103:1-18

A Song of David.

! My soul, praise the LORD!

Every part of me, praise his holy name!
2 My soul, praise the LORD

and never forget how kind he is!
3 He forgives all our sins

and heals all our sicknesses.
4 He saves us from the grave,

and he gives us love and compassion.
5 He gives us plenty of good things.

He makes us young again,

like an eagle that grows new feathers.
¢ The LORD does what is fair.

He brings justice to all who have been hurt by others.
7 He taught his laws to Moses.c©

He let Israel see the powerful things he can do.
8 The LORD is kind and merciful.

He is patient and full of love.
° He does not always criticize.

He does not stay angry with us forever.
10 We sinned against him,

but he didn’t give us the punishment we deserved.
11 His love for his followers is

as high above us as heaven is above the earth.
12 And he has taken our sins

as far away from us as the east is from the west.
13 The LORD is as kind to his followers

as a father is to his children.
14 He knows all about us.

He knows we are made from dust.
15 He knows our lives are short,

that they are like grass.

He knows we are like a little wildflower that grows so quickly,



16 but when the hot wind blows, it dies.

Soon, you cannot even see where the flower was.
17 But the LORD has always loved his followers,

and he will continue to love them forever and ever!
He will be good to all their descendants,

18 to those who are faithful to his agreement®
and who remember to obey his commands.

c 103:7 Moses One of the most important leaders of the Israelites during the time of the Old
Testament. God used him to give the people his law, which is often called “the Law of Moses.”

d 103:7 Israel Another name for Jacob (see Gen. 32:24-28) and for the nation God chose to
accomplish his plan of blessing the world through the Messiah (see "Messiah”). The people of
Israel were the descendants of Jacob’s twelve sons. In the New Testament this name is
sometimes used in a broader sense to mean all of God’s people.

e 103:18 agreement A contract or agreement from God to his people. The agreement that
God gave his people at Mount Sinai, based on the Law of Moses, became the most important for
the Israelites or Jews. It replaced or renewed all other agreements, such as that given earlier to
Abraham. In the New Testament it is referred to as the “old” or “first” agreement. After Jesus
Christ came and offered his life as payment for the sins of all people, God was able to offer a
“new” and “better” agreement based on Christ’s sacrifice.

What's The Question?

What is God like?

Kids’ Answers

“God has big hands because it said, 'He’s got the whole world in his hand.”
Kalen, 9

“God is like a never-ending story that you want to read again and again. When I
hear about him, I want to know more. Although I can’t see him, I feel him. He
is perfect and pure. I know he has felt pain and has suffered greatly to take
away my sins.”

Ashley, 10

"God is like the wind. You can’t see him, but you know he’s there because you
can see what he does.”
Ashley, 10

“God is cool, awesome, powerful, nice, big, huge, wonderful, loving, exciting,
caring, giving and The Best!”
Adrienne, 8






