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7 Then Mordecai told Hathach everything that had happened to him. Mordecai
told him about the exact amount of money Haman had promised to put into the
king's treasury for killing Jews. ® Mordecai also gave Hathach a copy of the king’s
command to kill the Jews. The command had been sent out all over the city of
Susa. He wanted Hathach to show it to Esther and tell her everything. And he
told him to encourage Esther to go to the king and beg him for mercy for
Mordecai and her people.

¢ Hathach went back and told Esther everything Mordecai had said.

10 Then Esther told Hathach to say this to Mordecai: ' "Mordecai, all the king’s
leaders and all the people of the king’s provinces know this: The king has one
law for any man or woman who goes to the king without being called. That
person must be put to death unless the king holds out his gold scepter? to them.
If the king does this, that person’s life will be saved. And I have not been called
to go see the king for 30 days.”

1213 Then Esther’s message was given to Mordecai. When he got her message,
Mordecai sent his answer back: “Esther, don’t think that just because you live in
the king’s palace you will be the only Jew to escape. '* If you keep quiet now,
help and freedom for the Jews will come from another place. But you and your
father’s family will all die. And who knows, maybe you have been chosen to be
the queen for such a time as this.”

5 1 On the third day, Esther put on her special robes. Then she stood in the
inside area of the king’s palace, in front of the king's hall. The king was sitting on
his throne in the hall, facing the place where people enter the throne room. 2
When the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was very pleased. He
held out to her the gold scepter® that was in his hand.

7 t So the king and Haman went to eat with Queen Esther. 2 Then as they were
drinking wine on the second day of the party, the king again asked Esther a
question, “"Queen Esther, what is it you want to ask for? Ask anything and it will
be given to you. What do you want? I will give you anything, even half my
kingdom.”



3 Then Queen Esther answered, “King, if you like me and it pleases you, please
let me live. And I ask you to let my people live too. This is what I ask for. 4 I ask
this because my people and I have been sold to be ruined, killed, and completely
destroyed. If we had just been sold as slaves, I would have kept quiet, because
that would not be enough of a problem to bother the king.”

> Then King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, "Who did this to you? Where is the man
who dared to do such a thing to your people?”

® Esther said, "The man against us, our enemy, is this wicked Haman.”

Then Haman was filled with terror before the king and queen. 7 The king was
very angry. He got up, left his wine, and went out into the garden. But Haman
stayed inside to beg Queen Esther to save his life. He begged for his life because
he knew that the king had already decided to kill him.

a 5:2 scepter A special stick carried by kings to show their authority.

What's The Question?

How do I know for sure that I'm doing what God wants me to do?

Kids’ Answers

“You get a tingling feeling when you do something wrong. A nice feeling comes
when you do something right.”
Nicole, 9

“"When I start to do something wrong, I feel like I have a stomachache.”
Scott, 10

“You can really tell right from wrong because there is this little thing inside you
that bothers you a whole bunch when you tell a lie or something like that.”
Dave, 10

“If it's a sneaky or tricky thing, it's wrong.”
Madison, 9






