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Elijah Looks for God

Kinsey Kaplan, age 11



Elijah Looks for God

1 Kings 19:8b-13

Then Elijah walked for 40 days and nights to Mount Horeb, the mountain of
God. ° There Elijah went into a cave and spent the night.

Then the LORD said to him, “Elijah, why are you here?”

10 Elijah answered, "LORD God All-Powerful, I have always served you the best
I can, but the Israelites have broken their agreement with you. They destroyed
your altarsc and killed your prophets. I am the only prophet left alive, and now
they are trying to kill me!”

11 Then the LORD said to Elijah, “Go, stand in front of me on the mountain. I
will pass by you.” Then a very strong wind blew. The wind caused the
mountains to break apart. It broke large rocks in front of the LORD. But that
wind was not the LORD. After that wind, there was an earthquake. But that
earthquake was not the LORD. '? After the earthquake, there was a fire. But that
fire was not the LORD. After the fire, there was a quiet, gentle voice.¢

13 When Elijah heard the voice, he used his coat to cover his face and went to
the entrance to the cave and stood there. Then a voice said to him, “Elijah, why
are you here?”

¢ 19:10 altar A raised area, pile of stones, or table where sacrifices were offered as gifts to
God. An important altar was the one in front of the Temple in Jerusalem. See also “golden altar.”

d 19:11 Go, stand ... you This is like the time God appeared to Moses. See Ex. 33:12-23.

e 19:12 voice Or "sound.”

What's The Question?

How would you explain God to someone who doesn’t know he exists?



Kids’ Answers

“God’s main job is making people.”
"God’s second-most important job is listening to prayers.”

"God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere, which keeps him
pretty busy.”

“If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely,

because your parents cant go everywhere with you, like camp, but God can.”
All by Danny, 8

Whai's Your /Answer?

Carey's Comimentsl

God is hard to explain. Sometimes we think of God as big and powerful. We
think of God’s strength when we see the force of the wind, the fire of a volcano,
or the power of an earthquake. But Elijah discovered that God wasn’t in the
wind, the fire or the earthquake. God was in a quiet, gentle voice. God doesn’t
always speak or show himself in a powerful way. He sometimes comes to us in a

small and gentle way. We need to be quiet and still enough to listen for him.






