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2> Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "There are many of you, so you go
first. Choose a bull and prepare it, but don'’t start your fire.”

26 So the prophets took the bull that was given to them and prepared it. They
started praying to Baal and prayed until noon. They said, “Baal, please answer
us!” But there was no sound. No one answered. Then they began jumping
around on the altar they had built.

27 At noon Elijah began to make fun of them. He said, “If Baal really is a god,
maybe you should pray louder! Maybe he is busy. Maybe he is thinking about
something, or maybe he stepped out for a moment! He could be sleeping! Maybe
you should pray louder and wake him up!” 2 So the prophets prayed louder.
They cut themselves with swords and spears. (This was the way they
worshiped.) They cut themselves until they were bleeding all over. 2° The
afternoon passed but the fire still had not started. The prophets were out of
control and continued to act this way until the time came for the evening
sacrifice. But nothing happened—there was no answer from Baal. There was no
sound. There was no one listening.

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, "Now come here.” So they gathered around
Elijah. The LORD’S altar? had been torn down, so Elijah repaired it. 3! Elijah
found twelve stones. There was one stone for each of the twelve tribes. These
twelve tribes were named for the twelve sons of Jacob, the man who the LORD
had named Israel. 32 Elijah used these stones to repair the altar to honor the
LORD. He dug a small ditch around the altar. It was wide enough and deep
enough to hold about 4 gallons® of water. 3* Then Elijah put the wood on the
altar. He cut the bull into pieces and laid the pieces on the wood. ** Then he said,
“Fill four jars with water. Pour the water on the pieces of meat and on the wood.”
Then Elijah said, “"Do it again.” Then he said, “"Do it a third time.” 3°> The water
ran down off the altar and filled the ditch.

3¢ At about the time for the afternoon sacrifice, the prophet Elijah approached
the altar and prayed, "LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, I ask you
now to prove that you are the God of Israel and that I am your servant. Show
these people that it was you who commanded me to do all these things. 37 LORD,
answer my prayer. Show these people that you, LORD, are God and that you are
the one who is bringing them back to you.”



3 Then fire came down from the LORD and burned the sacrifice, the wood, the
stones, and the ground around the altar. Then it dried up all the water in the
ditch.

3 All the people saw this happen and bowed down to the ground and began
saying, "The LORD is God! The LORD is God!”

d 18:30 altar A raised area, pile of stones, or table where sacrifices were offered as gifts to
God. An important altar was the one in front of the Temple in Jerusalem. See also “golden altar.”
e 18:32 about 4 gallons Literally, *2 seahs of seed” (14.6 1).

What's The Question?

How powerful is God?

Kids’ Answers

“"God is so powerful he could split the sun in half and make a friendship neck-
lace.”
Dominique, 6

“God could carry 1 million blue whales on his finger. God can hold the galaxies
on one finger.”

Andrew, 11

“God is so powerful, he can burn water!”
Geoffrey, 8

"God is so powerful he can take away our sin.”
Katy, 7

Wihat's Your Answer?







