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Proof of Solomon’s Wisdom

18 One day two prostitutes came to Solomon and stood before the king. 7 One
of the women said, “Sir, this woman and I live in the same house. We were both
pregnant and ready to give birth to our babies. I had my baby while she was
there with me. ¥ Three days later she also gave birth to her baby. There was no
one else in the house with us, just the two of us. ** One night while this woman
was asleep with her baby, the baby died. ?° That night while I was asleep, she
took my son from my bed and carried him to her bed. Then she put the dead
baby in my bed. ?! In the morning I woke up and was about to feed the baby
when I saw he was dead. When I looked at him more closely, I saw that he was
not my baby.”

22 But the other woman said, “"No! The dead baby is yours, and the one still
alive is mine!”

But the first woman said, "No, you are wrong! The dead baby is yours! The one
that is still alive is mine.” So the two women argued in front of the king.

23 Then King Solomon said, “"Each of you says that the living baby is your own
and that the dead baby belongs to the other woman.” 2* Then King Solomon sent
his servant to get a sword. % He told the servant, “Cut the living baby in two
and give one half of the baby to each woman.”

26 The second woman said, “Yes, cut him in two. Then neither of us will have
him.” But the first woman, the real mother, loved her son and said to the king,
“Please, sir, don’t kill the baby! Give him to her.”

2 Then King Solomon said, “Stop, don't kill the baby. Give him to this woman.
She is the real mother.”

28 The people of Israel respected the king when they heard about this decision.
They saw he had the wisdom of God to make the right decisions.

What's The Question?

What is wisdom and who is the wisest person you know?



Kids' Answers

“To be wise means to be very smart, and you know everything. And when
someone wise says something, and it comes true, that means they are really
wise and really smart. The wisest person I know is my dad because he knows
the weather, and he’s only a doctor.”

Rachel, 6

“The wisest person I know is my mom because she has helped me and my big
sister with a lot of stuff and mostly all the things were right.”
Sarah, 9

“"Wisdom according to the Bible is not necessarily smart, but to fear the Lord.”
Carey Ann, 12

Whait's Your Answer?

Carey's Comments!

Ever wonder what it would be like for God to grant you any wish? This
happened to young King Solomon. The Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
"Solomon, ask me what you want me to give you."

Solomon asked for a wise and understanding heart to perform his duties as
Israel’s king. Because Solomon asked for wisdom instead of wealth, God gave him
riches and honor, too. Solomon’s wisdom was put to a test when the two mothers
said the same baby was theirs. Solomon had to decide which woman was the real

mother. Solomon used the wisdom God gave him to help him decide.






