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David’s Sling

1 Samuel 174, 8, 26, 31-32, 37-30

17 * The Philistines had a champion fighter named Goliath, who was from
Gath. He was over 9 feet?® tall. Goliath came out of the Philistine camp.

& Each day Goliath would come out and shout a challenge to the Israelite
soldiers. He would say, "Why are all of your soldiers lined up ready for battle?
You are Saul’s servants. I am a Philistine. So choose one man and send him to
fight me.

26 David asked the men standing near him, "What did he say? What is the
reward for killing this Philistine and taking away this shame from Israel? Who is
this Goliath anyway? He is only some foreigner,”f nothing but a Philistine. Why
does he think he can speak against the army of the living God?”

1 Some men heard David talking. They took David to Saul and told him what
David had said. *2 David said to Saul, “"People shouldn’t let Goliath discourage
them. I am your servant. I will go fight this Philistine.”

37 The LORD saved me from the lion and the bear. He will also save me from
this Philistine.”

Saul said to David, “Go and may the LORD be with you.” *® Saul put his own
clothes on David. He put a bronze helmet on David’s head and armor" on his
body. *° David put on the sword and tried to walk around. He tried to wear Saul’s
uniform, but David was not used to all those heavy things.

David said to Saul, "I can’t fight in these things. I'm not used to them.” So
David took them all off. %° He took his walking stick in his hand and went to find
five smooth stones from the stream. He put the five stones in his shepherd’s bag
and held his sling' in his hand. Then he went out to meet the Philistine.

David Kills Goliath

1 The Philistine slowly walked closer and closer to David. Goliath’s helper
walked in front of him, carrying a large shield. %> Goliath looked at David with
disgust. He saw that David was only a handsome, healthy’ boy.* 3 Goliath said
to David, "What is that stick for? Did you come to chase me away like a dog?”
Then Goliath used the names of his gods to say curses against David. ** He said
to David, "Come here, and I'll feed your body to the birds and wild animals.”



4> David said to the Philistine, “You come to me using sword, spear, and javelin.
But I come to you in the name of the LORD All-Powerful, the God of the armies of
Israel. You have said bad things about him. *¢ Today the LORD will let me defeat
you. I will kill you. I will cut off your head and feed your body to the birds and
wild animals. And we will do the same thing to all the other Philistines too. Then
all the world will know there is a God in Israel. 47 All the people gathered here will
know that the LORD doesn’t need swords or spears to save people. The battle
belongs to the LORD, and he will help us defeat all of you.”

4 Goliath the Philistine started to attack David. He slowly walked closer and
closer toward David, but David ran out to meet Goliath.

4° David took out a stone from his bag. He put it in his sling and swung the
sling. The stone flew from the sling and hit Goliath right between the eyes. The
stone sank deep into his head, and Goliath fell to the ground—face down.

50 So David defeated the Philistine with only a sling and one stone! He hit the
Philistine and killed him.

f 17:26 foreigner Literally, "uncircumcised.” This means a person who did not share in the
agreement God made with Israel.

h 17:38 armor The special clothes soldiers wore to protect themselves in war.

i 17:40 sling A strip of leather used for throwing rocks.

j 17:42 healthy The Hebrew word means “red,” “ruddy,” or “red-haired.”

k 17:42 boy Or “teenager” or “soldier’s helper.”

What's The Question?

What is the lesson of David and Goliath?

Kids' Answers

“Never underestimate the power of God or a boy.”
Philip, 11

“If you're going to wear armor, ask God for the armor.”
Michael, 11

“If you believe in God, he will be there for you when you need him. And he will
help you do things you usually aren’t capable of doing.”
James, 11

"“Pick on someone your own size.”
Melissa, 9






