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Achan’s Sin

7 ' But the Israelites did not obey God. There was a man from the tribe of
Judah named Achan son of Carmi, grandson of Zimri. Achan kept some of the
things that should have been destroyed. So the LORD became very angry with
the Israelites.

1 The LORD said to Joshua, "Why are you down there with your face on the
ground? Stand up! ! The Israelites sinned against me. They have broken the
agreement that I commanded them to obey. They took some of the things that
I commanded them to destroy. They have stolen from me. They have lied. They
have taken those things for themselves. 12 That is why the army of Israel turned
and ran away from the fight. They did that because they have done wrong. They
should be destroyed. I will not continue to help you or be with you unless you
destroy everything I commanded you to destroy.

12 Then Joshua said to Achan, “Son, you must honor the LORD, the God of
Israel. Praise him and confess your sins to him. Tell me what you did, and don't
try to hide anything from me.”

20 Achan answered, "It is true! I sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel.
This is what I did: #t In Jericho, I saw a beautiful coat from Babylon, about 5
poundse of silver, and about a pound' of gold. I wanted these things for myself,
so I took them. You will find them buried in the ground under my tent. The silver
is under the coat.”

22 S0 Joshua sent some men to the tent. They ran to the tent and found the
things hidden there. The silver was under the coat. 2 The men brought the
things out of the tent and took them to Joshua and all the Israelites. They threw
them on the ground before the LORD.

24 Then Joshua and all the people led Achan son of Zerah to the Valley of Achor.
They also took the silver, the coat, the gold, Achan’s sons and daughters, his
cattle, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and everything he owned. They took all
these things to the Valley of Achor with Achan. 2°* Then Joshua said, “You caused
much trouble for us, but now the LORD will bring trouble to you.” Then all the
people threw stones at Achan and his family until they died. Then the people
burned them and everything he owned.



d 7:11 agreement A contract or agreement from God to his people. The agreement that God
gave his people at Mount Sinai, based on the Law of Moses, became the most important for the
Israelites or Jews. It replaced or renewed all other agreements, such as that given earlier to
Abraham. In the New Testament it is referred to as the “old” or “first” agreement. After Jesus
Christ came and offered his life as payment for the sins of all people, God was able to offer a
“new” and “better” agreement based on Christ’s sacrifice.

e 7:21 5 pounds Literally, 200 shekels” (2.3 kg).

f 7:21 a pound Literally, 50 shekels” (575 g).

What's The Question?

Why did God command us not to steal?

Kids' Answers

“God wants us to be happy with what we have.”
Brittany, 9

“Stealing is wrong because it is actually coveting. So you are breaking two com-
mandments.”
Nathan, 11

“Stealing is just plain mean. It's just like stealing God'’s things. It makes God
sad when we steal, and the people we steal from.”
Heather, 10

“If you think nobody saw you, think again because God sees everything you

dO."
Casey, 10

What's Your Answer?







