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The Broken Agreement

Exodus 31:18; 32:1-7, 15-16, 19

31 ®* When the Lord finished speaking to Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him
the two stone tablets of the Agreement.’ God had written on the stones with his
finger.

The Golden Calf

32 ! The people saw that a long time had passed and Moses had not come
down from the mountain. So they gathered around Aaron. They said to him,
“Look, Moses led us out of the land of Egypt, but we don’t know what has
happened to him. So make us some gods to go before us and lead us.”

2 Aaron said to the people, "Bring me the gold earrings that belong to your
wives, sons, and daughters.”

* So the people collected all their gold earrings and brought them to Aaron. ¢
He took the gold from the people and used it to make an idol. Using a special
tool, he shaped the gold into a statue of a calf.

Then the people said, “Israel, here are your gods! These are the gods that
brought you out of the land of Egypt!"e

> Aaron saw all these things, so he built an altar® in front of the calf. Then Aaron
made an announcement. He said, “Tomorrow will be a special festival to honor
the LORD.”

® The people woke up very early the next morning. They killed animals and
offered them as burnt offerings® and fellowship offerings.? They sat down to eat
and drink. Then they got up and had a wild party.

7 At the same time, the LORD said to Moses, "Go down from this mountain.
Your people, the people you brought out of the land of Egypt, have done a
terrible sin.”

1> Then Moses went down the mountain. He had the two stone tablets with the
agreement’ on them. The commandments were written on both sides of the
stone, front and back. '®* God himself made the stones, and God himself wrote
the commandments on them.

19 When Moses came near the camp, he saw the golden calf and the people
dancing. He became very angry, and he threw the stone tablets on the ground.
The stones broke into several pieces at the bottom of the mountain.






